
On 1 July 2014 the reformed 

residential zones came into full 

effect across Victoria. 

All residentially zoned land is now 

included in one of the reformed 

residential zones and the previous 

Residential 1, Residential 2 and 

Residential 3 Zones have been 

removed from the Victorian 

planning system. 

The new residential zones are:

•	 the Residential Growth Zone

•	 the General Residential Zone

•	 the Neighbourhood Residential 

Zone.

Key features of the new zones 

include:

•	 setting a mandatory building 

height of eight metres in the 

Neighbourhood Residential 

Zone

•	 improved purpose statements 

for the zones

•	 restricting non-residential 

uses in the Neighbourhood 

Residential Zone and the 

General Residential Zone

•	 allowing small-scale 

complementary commercial 

uses in the Residential Growth 

Zone. 

The new residential zones 

give councils a way to protect 

neighbourhoods with special 

character and heritage value from 

inappropriate development by 

directing housing growth to areas 

around main roads, shopping 

centres and transport hubs.

A number of councils are 

undertaking additional strategic 

work to refine the application of 

the new residential zones.

Contact your council to find out 

what the new zones mean for your 

property.

For more information go to 

www.dtpli.vic.gov.au/reszones and 

www.planmelbourne.vic.gov.au
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